WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD
MEETING AGENDA
MONDAY, July 18th, 2022 (Zoom Meeting) - 7:00 P.M.
Meeting Agenda is also located on the Township Website Calendar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88008792710?pwd=ODBtR0ZEMUJsVy8zK3pjOWxjS0ttUT09
Residents who wish to appear in-person for this meeting may do so at the Township Building.
MEMBERS:
__ LITZINGER-DRAYTON __GEASLAND __ HARRIS __ TONE __ SHREERO __ HERITAGE __ KABNICK
LIAISONS:

___ HALBOM, Staff ___ TURENNE, BOS

1. CALL TO ORDER
2. ANNOUNCEMENTS – This meeting is being recorded via Zoom.
3. OLD BUSINESS
a. Basin Study Report – Township Staff will update the EAB on the status of Basin
Maintenance and the planned maintenance for the remainder of the summer season. The
EAB will discuss the anticipated workload in the basins for 2023 to assist with budget
forecasting.
The Township has purchased three dog silhouettes to use for goose control in open space
areas to control goose waste.
b. Plastic Bag Ordinance – The EAB will discuss the draft ordinances they have reviewed since
the last meeting.
4. NEW BUSINESS
a. The EAB will discuss PSA/Community Education efforts related to the “5-R’s”. The EAB will
discuss the plan for the “Rot” edition of the 5R video series.
5. Rain Garden Installation at Township Building
The Township Engineer will present the plans for a rain garden at the Township Building.
6. APPROVAL OF THE JULY MEETING MINUTES
7. PUBLIC COMMENTS
8. BOARD COMMENTS
9. Next Meeting Date: September 19, 2022

10. ADJOURNMENT

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION INFORMATION
1. Public meetings of the EAB shall follow a prescribed agenda, which will be available
to the general public two days preceding the meeting.
2. The EAB will entertain Public Comment at the end of each specific action items
during the meeting, at the discretion of the Chair. Individuals must advise the Chair
of their desire to offer such comment.
3. A Public Comment period will be provided at the conclusion of a meeting for input on any
subject.
4. The Board Chair shall preside over Public Comments and may within their
discretion:
a.
Recognize individuals wishing to offer comment.
b. Require identification of such persons.
c.
Allocate total available Public Comment time among all individuals wishing to
comment.
d. Allocate up to a five (5) minute maximum for each individual to offer Public
Comment at a meeting.
e.
Rule out of order scandalous, impertinent and redundant comment or any
comment the discernible purpose of which is to disrupt or prevent the conduct
of the business of the meeting including the questioning of, or polling of, or
debating with, individual members of the Board.

1. TOPOGRAPHIC FEATURES SHOWN ARE FROM AN ACTUAL FIELD SURVEY BY ASH ASSOCIATES ON
MARCH 1, 2022 AND LIMITED TO SHOWING FEATURES OF INTEREST ONLY. IT WAS PREPARED
WITHOUT THE BENEFIT OF A TITLE REPORT. EASEMENTS, RESTRICTIONS AND/OR COVENANTS MAY
APPLY. THIS IS NOT A BOUNDARY SURVEY.
2. VERTICAL DATUM IS NAVD 1988 AND ESTABLISHED BY GPS OBSERVATIONS REFERENCED TO THE
NGS CORS. NETWORK. SITE BENCHARK IS A MAG NAIL AS SHOWN. ELEVATION = 259.41'.
3. HORIZONTAL DATUM IS NAD 83, STATE PLANE COORDINATES OF PENNSYLVANIA AND ESTABLISHED
GPS OBSERVATIONS REFERENCED TO THE NGS CORS NETWORK.
4. THIS PLAN DOES NOT SHOW ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARDS OR ARCHEOLOGICAL SITES.
5. ENTIRE SITE IN LOCATED IN FLOOD ZONE "X" AREAS DETERMINED TO BE OUTSIDE THE 0.2% ANNUAL
CHANCE FLOODPLAIN. PER FEMA FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAP (FIRM) OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY
#42091C0359G, REVISED MARCH 2, 2016.
6. LOCATIONS OF EXISTING UNDERGROUND UTILITIES/FACILITIES SHOWN HEREON ARE SHOWN IN
APPROXIMATE LOCATIONS. NO EXCAVATIONS WERE PERFORMED IN PREPARATION OF THIS
DRAWING. THEREFORE ALL UTILITIES SHOWN SHOULD BE CONSIDERED APPROXIMATE IN LOCATION,
DEPTH, AND SIZE. THE POTENTIAL EXISTS FOR OTHER UNDERGROUND UTILITIES/FACILITIES TO BE
PRESENT WHICH ARE NOT SHOWN ON THIS DRAWING. COMPLETENESS OR ACCURACY OF
UNDERGROUND UTILITIES/FACILITIES ARE NOT GUARANTEED BY GILMORE & ASSOCIATES INC.
7. ALL CONTRACTORS WORKING ON THIS PROJECT SHALL VERIFY LOCATION AND DEPTH OF ALL
UNDERGROUND UTILITIES/FACILITIES PRIOR TO THE START OF WORK AND SHALL COMPLY WITH THE
REQUIREMENTS OF P.L. 852, NO. 287 DECEMBER 10, 1974 AS LAST AMENDED ON NOVEMBER 4, 2004,
PENNSYLVANIA ACT 160.
© 2021 Microsoft Corporation © 2021 TomTom

9. NO WORK IS PERMITTED TO TAKE PLACE UNTIL AN ON-SITE INSPECTION BY THE TOWNSHIP SITE
INSPECTOR IS PERFORMED & IT IS DETERMINED THAT ALL E&S CONTROL MEASURES HAVE BEEN
SATISFACTORILY INSTALLED.
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COMMERCE CORPORATE CENTER
5100 TILGHMAN STREET, SUITE 150 ALLENTOWN, PA 18104 ● (610) 366-8064 ● www.gilmore-assoc.com

GENERAL NOTES:

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD
MEETING Minutes
MONDAY, May 16th, 2022 (Zoom Meeting) - 7:00 P.M.
Meeting Agenda is also located on the Township Website Calendar:
MEMBERS:
__ LITZINGER-DRAYTON __GEASLAND __ HARRIS __ TONE __ SHREERO __ HERITAGE __ KABNICK
LIAISONS:

___ HALBOM, Staff ___ TURENNE, BOS

1. CALL TO ORDER: Chair Shreero called the meeting to order at 7:00PM.
2. ANNOUNCEMENTS
Chair Shreero announced that the Township Day was a great success and she received positive
feedback from event goers. The EAB thanked Whitemarsh Township Police for their assistance
in displaying one of the new Hybrid Police Cruisers.
3. OLD BUSINESS
Chair Shreero asked if any working group members had updates to provide. Given that most
working group members were assisting with Township Day preparations, there was no business
to discuss related to the Working Groups.
a. Working Groups Updates –
i. Nature Spaces
ii. WRET (Whitemarsh Renewable Energy Transition)
iii. Education
b. Basin Study Report – The EAB will discuss the Report and recommendations. Due to the
document’s size, a link has been attached on the Township Website on the Environmental
Advisory Board Page: https://www.whitemarshtwp.org/195/Environmental-AdvisoryBoard
Mr. Halbom shared the Basin Study Report (BSR) with the audience. Chair Shreero called
the audiences attention to the matrix which assigns tasks and priorities of the
recommendations outlined in the BSR.
Karen Kabnick began by asking the EABs role in the review of the document. Chair Shreero
replied that verifying the prioritization of the projects, and identifying projects that are
underway would be a good starting point.
Debra Harris called attention for the need to coordinate calendars and mowing schedules
with the Public Works Department. Chair Shreero asked Mr. Halbom about the status of
McCarthy Basin. He replied that mowing traditionally took place around the perimeter of
the fence, not within the basin itself. Mr. Halbom clarified that one of his goals was to
clarify the role of Public Works in mowing these areas, so they are complying with the

recommendations of the BSR. Debra Harris called attention to the need for the lower
meadow area at McCarthy to be mowed. The EAB discussed the timeline for mowing at
the various areas identified in the BSR and determined which areas would be addressed
by contractors versus staff. Debra Harris suggested this would allow the EAB to identify
how much additional funding will need to be requested for RedTail operations.
The EAB discussed specific areas that will be new to the scope of RedTail’s work in 2023,
including Joshua Knoll and Koontz Park. It was mentioned that Koontz Park’s funding will
be paid for with Open Space funds, which are a separate budget line. Mr. Halbom
welcomed the EAB members to send him ideas for items listed within the BSR. The idea of
a sub-committee to address the list was also proposed by Debra Harris.
The EAB next discussed Woodbine Way. Mr. Halbom called attention to the need for work
in that basin and the accessibility challenges. He summarized a past visit with RedTail and
the Township Engineer that contemplated repairing a retention wall, but it was not
feasible. After discussion with the Township Engineer and Public Works Director, staff feel
the best approach is to have RedTail clear the area of invasive species and overgrowth so
that personnel can better access the basin to determine the path ahead.
Chair Shreero asked to review the priority listings as they stand in the BSR. Karen Kabnick
stressed the importance of planting native species and taking advantage of grant-based
plant giveaways. Mr. Halbom went on to describe the work taking place in McCarthy
Woodlands that aligns with recommendations of the BSR.
Deer management was discussed as a particularly difficult problem. Mr. Halbom spoke
with Chief Ward to understand past efforts. The Chief reported that the state has culled
heards in the past on their lands, but the suburban landscape would make a controlled
hunt in Township Parks difficult and potentially unsafe. Karen Kabnick suggested Penn
State Extension as a resource, which Mr. Halbom replied is likely the Township’s best
chance at this point. Gordon Geasland shared past cases of Police Officer’s using local land
for deer hunting but mentioned waning interest in recent years.
The EAB next discussed invasive species. Mr. Halbom offered that the Public Works
Department can identify many, but likely not all invasive species. A comprehensive list of
species to eradicate was discussed. Mr. Halbom suggested the list be provided to
contractors who are best equipped to removed invasive species. Chair Shreero called
attention to the end of the invasive species list and the educational plan for alerting
residents to invasive species. The EAB asked to reprioritize the final item on page 34
concerning community education from a ”2” to a “1”.
Mr. Halbom next described the Parks and Recreation Departments use of Spotted
Lanternfly controls and traps. The Township also shares information with residents about
invasive pest species. Chair Shreero asked if the Township generates any information
about SLF. Mr. Halbom replied the Township mainly shares state agency materials.
The EAB next discussed hazardous trees. Mr. Halbom shared that the Parks and
Recreation Department has a line item for tree maintenance and now for tree
maintenance surveys. This past year Miles Park was surveys and the arborist identified
several trees that are hazardous. This practice will continue into the future and will be
replaced. A walk through led by the Township Arborist is scheduled for educational
purposes if residents have questions.

Chair Shreero shared the Boundary and Encroachment and Illegal Use section aims to
prevent property owners from disposing of compost, yard waste, or garbage from being
left on Township property. Debra Harris asked if the vinyl markers would add any value.
She asked if anonymous tips could be submitted if neighbors see such issues. Mr. Halbom
replied the Township Website (Police) have such an option through email. Anti-littering
efforts, such as the signs created by Gordon Geasland, were also discussed as current
efforts that address this section.
Mr. Halbom provided an overview of the new Shade Tree Commission ordinance which
will positively impact the Climate Change section of the BSR. The new ordinance requires
75% native species, compared to 50% in the current ordinance. That will result in more
native species being planted around new development projects.
EAB next discussed the best management practices discussed in appendix “U”.
Chair Shreero shared this section pertains mostly to stormwater management. These
suggestions are more broad and more specific information is provided in the body of the
BSR. Debra Harris suggested reaching out to Ambler EAC concerning their rain garden and
rain barrel projects. Chair Shreero voiced support for the current priorities listed for these
topics. Mr. Halbom also suggested utilizing social media to educate residents in the area.
Chair Shreero asked if there was an opportunity to get these topics into the Whitemarsh
Weekly. Mr. Halbom asked for a one-to-two-week advance notice on any topics for the
Weekly, but that it would not be a problem. Chair Shreero and Debra Harris discussed a
content calendar for the issuance of these educational programs.
Chair Shreero asked if the township had conducted any past survey of riparian zones to
identify tree planting locations. Mr. Halbom replied they had not, but there are few
Township-owned riparian zones. He shared the Township is working with the county to
hopefully aid in restoring some recently cleared areas. He asked if there are specific
riparian zones the EAB would like researched to share them so he could investigate.
EAB next discussed BMPs for McCarthy Park. Debra Harris called attention to the fact that
McCarthy Basin is lined, and cannot support some of the planting suggestions. However,
Joshua Knoll is not lined. Mowing schedules around the fence were discussed (inside and
outside the fence). Mr. Halbom was asked to clarify the mowing schedule with Public
Works. Debra Harris noted that the report does not currently identify the border between
Township and School District Property in the area shown as “Proposed Meadow” in
yellow, nearby the baseball field.
The EAB discussed Miles Parks suggestions. There is erosion taking place between
Germantown Pike and the Snack Stand running toward the basin. Chair Shreero expressed
support for work in Miles Park given its use. Mr. Halbom shared there were some
challenges with underground utilities but shared he would speak with Public Works and
the Township Engineer to determine what could be done. Mowing along some erosion
points was pointed out as an area that could be corrected with new plantings and
restricting foot traffic through those areas.

The mowing schedule was discussed and Mr. Halbom replied that the current schedule
appears in congress with what is suggested. He shared he didn’t know the exact setting in
inches where the mowers are set, but could check.
Joe Bannicker of 3141 Buttercup Lane offered public comment concerning the Woodbine
Basin. He shared the basin was installed by the original builder over 50 years ago. He
asked why the basin was being treated like an orphan basin. Mr. Halbom replied that
basin maintenance has been a recent priority in the Township and that Buttercup
(Woodbine) Basin is among the basins we are improving. Mr. Bannicker shared that his
property is eroding and shared that the Township Engineer and Public Works Director
had been in touch to discuss options. Mr. Bannicker asked for budget prioritization for
the issue. Mr. Halbom replied that he would speak with the Engineer and get in touch.
Chair Shreero asked about the source of the water causing the erosion. She asked if there
is more water in that area than in years past when the basin was designed. She asked if
diverting some of the water would be an option. Mr. Halbom replied that he would
investigate the matter, but the issue was unlikely to be solved by simply removing invasive
species, and that a more complex engineering solution may be needed. He added that the
goal of the BSR was to avoid these issues in the future through ongoing basin
maintenance.
The EAB briefly discussed some open space in the area nearby Mr. Bannicker’s home. The
idea for tree planting was discussed. Mr. Bannicker shared that the open space was used
by residents and was the former site of a landfill.
Koontz Park was discussed last. Mr. Halbom provided a caveat that Koontz Park, being a
park purchased with Open Space funds, could be maintained with Open Space funds.
Karen Kabnick asked by annual mowing was listed as a priority “2”. She expressed
concern about the plants within the basin. Chair Shreero agreed and suggested the item
be reprioritized to a Priority “1”.
Tam Paulits shared public comment regarding the mowing schedule around the basin at
Koontz Park. She added that native plants were added around 2013 but have since been
overran by invasive species. She advocated to selective removal of invasive species. She
added that specific types of non-natives require seasonal removal, or an educated
decision be made to start over with all native plantings, if needed.
Chair Shreero suggested that RedTail be asked to make an assessment of the Koontz Basin
to determine how to address the invasive species. Chair Shreero thanked the Board and
public for their input on the BSR review.
c. Plastic Bag Ordinance –
Debra Harris shared the organization is now the Southeast Pennsylvania Coalition
following the acceptance of some new counties. She shared that Plymouth Township is
making headway and that Ambler Borough recently pulled their ordinance back for review
following concerns from restaurants. She concluded by sharing that proper outreach is
important, and that many businesses are supportive of the legislation. Enforcement was
another issue discussed.

4. NEW BUSINESS
Chair Shreero shared that she recently attended the Board of Supervisors Workshop
meeting. The Township will readvertise bids for trash and recycling collection this year.
She asked those interested in talking about waste minimization to contact her.
5. APPROVAL OF THE MAY MEETING MINUTES
Karen Kabnick motioned to approve the January Meeting Minutes. Debra Harris seconded, and the
motion passed unanimously.
Leia motioned to approve the March meeting minutes, Gordon Geasland seconded the motion and it
passed unanimously.
6. PUBLIC COMMENTS
Tam Paulits shared the gardens at Koontz Parks are going crazy with spring flowers. She asked
for help getting signage to alert the public and drum up interest in the gardening club. She
stressed the native plants use no mulch or fertilizer but manage to thrive. She shared her
excitement for the work focusing on the basins.
Chair Shreero asked if she could meet with Tam to advertise the work on social media and
educate residents.
7. BOARD COMMENTS
Gordon asked if lawncare companies were aware of invasive species to encourage residents to
remove them. He shared the business incentive could help address the wide issue of invasive species.
He shared ideas for incorporating community service into litter control efforts.
8. Next Meeting Date: July 18, 2022
9. ADJOURNMENT: Karen Kabnick motioned to adjourn, Gordon seconded the motion and it
passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 9:08PM.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION INFORMATION
1. Public meetings of the EAB shall follow a prescribed agenda, which will be available
to the general public two days preceding the meeting.
2. The EAB will entertain Public Comment at the end of each specific action items
during the meeting, at the discretion of the Chair. Individuals must advise the Chair
of their desire to offer such comment.
3. A Public Comment period will be provided at the conclusion of a meeting for input on any
subject.
4. The Board Chair shall preside over Public Comments and may within their
discretion:
a.
Recognize individuals wishing to offer comment.
b. Require identification of such persons.

c.
d.
e.

Allocate total available Public Comment time among all individuals wishing to
comment.
Allocate up to a five (5) minute maximum for each individual to offer Public
Comment at a meeting.
Rule out of order scandalous, impertinent and redundant comment or any
comment the discernible purpose of which is to disrupt or prevent the conduct
of the business of the meeting including the questioning of, or polling of, or
debating with, individual members of the Board.

